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George PlattLynes 


George Platt Lynes (1907-1955) was possibly the best known American 
photographer of the middle of the twentieth century. He was born in 
1907 in East Orange, New Jersey. After his father, who had been a 
lawyer, was ordained as an Episcopalian clergyman, the family moved 
to Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Lynes attended the Berkshire 
School, where he met Lincoln Kirstein. He also became a member of the 
school’s camera club. 


Lynes matriculated at Yale, but left after a few months. He then 
enrolled in a course in bookselling at Columbia, and in New York he 
found himself among a social circle of men, once again including 
Kirstein, as well as Monroe Wheeler and the writer Glenway Wescott, 
who were to become his most intimate friends. He resumed photography 
as a hobby, and considered a career as a writer. 


By 1930, Lynes had determined that he would make his career as a 
photographer. It was the gallery owner Julien Levy who persuaded 
Lynes that photography could solve his chronic financial problems, and 
who first presented Lynes’s work in 1932. Lynes added portrait subjects 
in New York and Paris, among whom was the seventeen-year-old 
Katherine Anne Porter. After his father’s death in 1932, Lynes needed to 
earn his own living, and established studios in the East 50’s in Man- 
hattan, soliciting work from fashion magazines and department stores. 
Influenced by Surrealism, Lynes associated with artists including Pavel 
Tchelitchev, Paul Cadmus, and Jared French, and, through Kirstein, his 
social circle expanded to include George Balanchine and the ballet 
world. His work was also seen in museum exhibitions, including the 
1936 exhibition “Fantastic Art, Dada and Surrealism” at the Museum of 
Modern Art, and a photography exhibition there two years later 


About 1939, Lynes created a series of photographs based on 
mythological scenes, largely to finance an exploration of male nude 
photography, for which there was at the time little opportunity for sale 
or exhibition. The mythological series never found a publisher, however. 


Rejected for military service on the basis of sexual orientation, 
Lynes's career flourished during the war years, and he established a 


richly decorated apartment on Park Avenue. In 1946 he vacationed in 
Los Angeles, where he was introduced to movie stars and European 
expatriate celebrities. Shortly afterward he accepted an offer from Vogue 
magazine to head its Hollywood studio. 


Lynes left New York deeply in debt from an extravagant style of 
living, and his financial situation further deteriorated in California. He 
returned to New York in 1948, to find that his New York clients had 
discovered other photographers, including Richard Avedon and Irving 
Penn. He still had much celebrity portrait work, however, and continued 
to produce nude and erotic photography. Dr. Alfred Kinsey became 
interested in Lynes’s work, and purchased a large number of photo- 
graphs; the largest collection of this aspect of Lynes’s work is found in 
the Kinsey Institute Collection at Indiana University. 


In 1951 Lynes finally succumbed to bankruptcy. His equipment was 
seized to pay back taxes. However, his brother repurchased the equip- 
ment at auction, and in 1954 Lynes took another luxurious Upper East 
Side apartment. His portrait work continued, and he photographed 
members of the New York City Ballet, though largely without receiving 
fees. Often unwell, he fell seriously ill in 1955, and died of lung cancer at 
the age of forty-seven. 


In common with most important photographers, Lynes had a 
dramatic sense of composition and lighting. He developed a flattering 
“light circle” that reduced facial shadows, and many of his photographs 
exhibit a halo of backlighting. In his day his work was seen as imagina- 
tive and experimental, although some of the settings may now appear 
somewhat contrived. 


The collection of Lynes’s photographs in the Harvard Theatre 
Collection are vintage prints, made by the photographer and purchased 
from his estate. Many of them are full-frame proofs — that is, the prints 
include the borders of the negative, revealing an uncropped photograph, 
and showing the session and pose numbers marked on the negatives. 


This exhibition is organized according to the subjects of Lynes’s 
photography — writers, dancers, artists, actors, and models — with 
examples of his Surrealist and mythological experiments. Two series of 
poses from portrait sessions also demonstrate Lynes’s studio technique. 
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Writers 


] 

Edith Sitwell 

British Writer, 1887-1964. 
ca. 1953. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,661. 


2 

Osbert Sitwell 

British Writer, 1892-1969. 
1953. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,639. 


3 
S. J. Perelman 
American Writer, 1904-1979. 


Screenwriter of the Marx Brothers films Monkey Business and 
Horsefeathers. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 890-3. 

HTC 20,962. 


a 
Evelyn Waugh 
British Writer, 1903-1966. 


Author of Decline and Fall (1928), Vile Bodies (1930), Brideshead 
Revisited (1945), The Loved One (1948). 


Taken in Los Angeles, ca. 1947. 
Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. OA 23506. 
HTC 20,862. 


5 
Dorothy Parker 
American Writer, 1893—1967. 


Contributor to The New Yorker, member of the Algonquin Round Table. 
Author of Enough Rope (1927), Death and Taxes (1931). 


Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 890-3. 
HTC 20,635. 


6 
Tennessee Williams 
American Playwright, 1911—1983. 


Author of The Glass Menagerie (1945), A Streetcar Named Desire 
(1947), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955). 


Matte print. 
From the Papers of Tennessee Williams, Bequest of Tennessee Williams. 
HTC 22,650. 


fi, 

Marianne Moore 

American Poet, 1887-1972. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 713-A. 
HTC 20,625. : 


8 

Bertrand Russell 

British Philosopher, 1872—1970. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 577-2. 
HTC 20,607. 


9 

Katherine Anne Porter 

American Writer, 1890-1980. 

Author of Flowering Judas (1930), Pale Horse, Pale Rider (1939), The 
Ship of Fools (1962). 

1940. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 1361-3. 

HTC 20,897. 


10 
W. Somerset Maugham 
British writer, 1874-1965. 


Author of Of Human Bondage (1915), The Moon and Sixpence (1919), 
The Razor's Edge (1944). 


Glossy print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 296-1. 
HTC 20,624. 


e 
Thomas Mann 
German Writer, 1875-1955. 


Author of Buddenbrooks (1901), Death in Venice (1912), The Magic 
Mountain (1924). Winner of the 1929 Nobel prize for literature. 


1947. 
Glossy print. 
HTC 20,817. 


12 

Jean Cocteau 

French Writer, 1889-1963. 

Author of Blood of a Poet (1930), Beauty and the Beast (1946), Orpheus 
(1949). 

June 8, 1936. 

Platinum-toned matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 196-B. 
HTC 20,958. 


13 
Jean Cocteau 
June 8, 1936. 
Platinum-toned matte print. 
HTC 22,654. 
Edward Sheldon Rooms 
Outer Room, Case 2 
Dancers 
14 


George Balanchine 
Russian-American Choreographer, 1904-1983. 


Founded School of American Ballet (1934), Ballet Society (1946), New 
York City Ballet (1948). 


ca. 1938. 


From the Papers of George Balanchine, Gift of the Balanchine 
Foundation. 


15 
Lincoln Kirstein 
American Writer and Arts Administrator, 1907—1996. 


Instrumental in founding the Museum of Modern Art, New York City 
Ballet. Influential writer, biographer, and historian. 


Platinum-toned matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 16. 
HTC 20,968... 


16 
Tamara Toumanova 
Russian Ballet Dancer, 1919-1997. 


Dancer in Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. Appeared in ballets by Massine 
and Balanchine. Actor in many films. 


194]. 
Matte print. 
ATC 20,616. 


17 

Tamara Toumanova 
1938. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,618. 


18 

Tamara Toumanova 
1938. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,967. 


1] 


19 

Alicia Markova 

British Ballet Dancer (née Lilian Alice Marks), b. 1910. 

Dancer in the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, Ballet Rambert, Ballet 
Theatre. Created roles in ballets by Balanchine, Ashton, Tudor, and 
many others. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 110. 

HTC 20,606. 


20 

“Errante (“The Wanderer’) 

Ballet by by George Balanchine for Les Ballets, 1933. 
Scenery and costumes by Pavel Tchelitchev. 

ca. 1943. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,970. 


21 
Mary-Ellen Moylan 
American Ballet Dancer, b. 1926. 


Dancer in the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and George Balanchine's 
Ballet Society (1946). Appeared in Song of Norway (1944) and The 
Chocolate Soldier (1947). Long associated with George Balanchine. 


Matte print. 
HTC 20,828. 


22 

Mary-Ellen Moylan 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 23A-2. 
HTC 20,827. 


2) 

Martha Graham 

American Choreographer and Dancer, 1894-1991. 
1936. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,969. 


24 

Serge Lifar 

Russian Dancer and Choreographer, 1905-1986. 
“Le Spectre de la Rose,” ballet by Michel Fokine. 
Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 191-A. 
HTC 20,868. 


25 
Alexandra Danilova 
Russian-American Ballet Dancer, 1904-1997. 


Dancer in the Imperial Ballet (1911), Kirov Ballet, Ballets Russes. Long 
associated with George Balanchine and the dancer Frederic Franklin. 


Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 816-3. 
HTC 20,664. 


26 

Alexandra Danilova 
Taken in Los Angeles, 1946. 
Dress by Adrian. 

Matte print. 

HTC 29 702. 
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Inner Room 
Ballet, Drama, Mythology 


27 

“Mrs. Duffy and Her Daughter” 
1939. 

Matte print. 

AIC 20,677. 


28 
“The Sleepwalker” 


This photograph was shown in the exhibition “Fantastic Art, Dada and 
Surrealism” at the Museum of Modern Art in 1936. 


Matte print. 
HTC 20,908. 


29 
“Boreas 


Portrayal of the mythological god of the north wind. From the 
Mythological series. 


ca. 1939. 
Matte print. 
HIG 20,711. 


30 
“King Numa Pompilius and the Nymph Egeria” 
Lillian Gish (1893-1993) and Paul Cadmus (1904-1999). 


Portrayal of the second King of Rome, who sought counsel from the 
nymph Egeria in her sacred grove. From the Mythological series. 
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ca. 1939. 
Matte print. 
HTC 20,612. 


31 

“Picnic at Tintagel” 

Ballet by Frederick Ashton for the New York City Ballet, 1952. 
Costumes by Cecil Beaton. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,701. 


32 
“Orpheus” 


Nicholas Magallanes (1922-1977) as Orpheus and Francisco Moncion 
(b. 1922) as the Dark Angel. 


Ballet by George Balanchine for the Ballet Society, ca. 1947. 
Décor by Isamu Noguchi. 

1948. 

Matte print. 

Previously in the Collection of Paul Cadmus. 

HTC 20,617. 


33 

George Balanchine 

With Nicholas Magellanes (1922-1977) and Marie Jeanne Pelus (b. 
1920). 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,971. 


Lammot du Pont Copeland Gallery 
Case | (Front Entrance) 


34 
Irene Sharaff 
American Costume Designer, 1910—1993. 


Designer of stage productions including On Your Toes (1936), The King 
and I (1951), Candide (1956), West Side Story (1960). Designer of many 
film musicals based on Broadway plays. Recipient of five Academy 
Awards. 


Matte print. 
HTC 20,609. 


35 
Cecil Beaton 
British Designer and Photographer, 1904-1980. 


Designer of Gigi (1951), My Fair Lady (1956), Coco (1969). Celebrity 
portrait photographer. 


1938. 
Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 742-A. 
HTC 20,888. 


36 : 

Paul Cadmus 

American Artist, 1904-1999. 
1938. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,923. 


37 
Saul Steinberg 


Roumanian-American Designer, 1914-1999. 
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In military uniform, 1941. 
Matte print. 
HTC 20,715. 


38 

Marc Chagall 

Russian-French Artist, 1887-1985. 

ca. 1947. 

Glossy print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 424-1. 
HTC 20,658. 


39 

Pavel Tchelitchev 

Russian-American Artist and Designer, 1898-1957. 
Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 990-A. 
HTC 20,716. 


Lammot du Pont Copeland Gallery 


Case 2 
40 | 
George Platt Lynes 
American Photographer, 1907-1955. 

Self-portrait with camera, ca. 1953. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 378-22. 
HTC 20,651. 


4] 

T. S. Eliot 

American-British Poet, 1888—1965. 

Taken in Los Angeles, May 20, 1947. 

Glossy proof sheet. Negative nos. 1425] LA 25-36, 
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With ownership stamp of Vogue Studio on back. 
HTC 20,691. 


42 

Studio Wall 

Wall in George Platt Lynes’s studio with markings by his subjects. 
Photographed as a Christmas greeting, 1952. 

Inscribed on the reverse to his nephew. 

Matte print, trimmed. 

HTC 20,878. 


43 

George Platt Lynes 
As Harlequin. 

1945. 

Matte print. 

HTC 22.651, 


Lammot du Pont Copeland Gallery 


Case 3 
44-4/ 
W. H. Auden 
British-American Poet, 1907-1973. 
Four poses from a single sitting. 
Glossy prints. Full-frame proofs. 
HTC 20,605. 
HTC 20,601. 
HTC 20,600. 
HTC 20,604. 
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Lammot du Pont Copeland Gallery 
Case 4 


48-51 

William Inge 

American Playwright, 1913-1973. 
Four poses from a single sitting. 
Matte prints. Full-frame proofs. 
Negative no. 372-12. HTC 20,772. 
Negative no. 372-11. HTC 20,774. 
Negative no. 372—28. HTC 20,775. 
Negative no. 372-6. HTC 20,771. 


Lammot du Pont Copeland Gallery 
Case 5 (Under Windows) 


Actors and Models 


52 

Bill Miller 
Dance study. 
1945. 

Matte print. 
HTC 20,698. 


53 

Harvey Easton 

Matte prints. 

With Vogue Studio stamp on back. 
HTC 20,748. 


54 

Yul Brynner 

Russian-American Actor, 1920-1985. 
June 7, 1942. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,700. 


55 

Ralph Pomeroy 

American Poet, b. 1926. 

Glossy print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 334-13. 
HTC 20,833. 


56 

Bill Bailey 
Matte print. 

HTC 20,735. 


aT 
Alfred C. Kinsey 


American Biologist and Sociologist of Sexual Behavior, 1854-1956. 


Patron of the photographer and collector of his work. 
ca. 1950. 

Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 121-21. 
HTC 20,780. 


58 

Louis Jourdan 
French Actor, b. 1919. 
Glossy print. 

HTC 20,775. 
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62 
Daphne Vane 
American Ballet Dancer, b. 1918. 


Member of the American Ballet in its first year (1935), danced at Radio 
City Music Hall, Metropolitan Opera. 


Matte print. Full-frame proof. Negative no. 686-B. 
HTC 20,665. 


6] 

Lisa Fonssagrives 

Swedish Fashion Model, 1911—1992. 
1941. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,714. 


60 

Ruth Ford 

American Fashion Model and Actor, b. 1915. 
1937. 

Matte print. 

HTC 20,961. 


63 

Marta Abba 

Italian actress, d. 1988. 
‘Muse’ of Luigi Pirandello. 
Platinum-toned matte print. 
HTC 20,652. 


64 
Laurie Douglas 


American model. 
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Platinum-toned matte print. 
HTIC20,745. 





Photographic Collections 
In the Harvard Theatre Collection 


The Theatre Collection’s extensive holdings in photography constitute 
the largest photographic collection at Harvard University, and one of 
the most extensive collections of performing arts photographs in the 
world. In addition to vast collections of nineteenth- and twentieth- 
century portraits of performers, photographs of stage and film scenes, 
and an important collection of Daguerreotypes and early photographic 
processes, the Theatre Collection holds a number of photographers’ 
archives. Large numbers of photographs are also found in the many 
collections of personal papers and organizational archives. Among the 
Theatre Collection's principal photographic collections are the 
following: 


Angus McBean Archive. British theater, opera, ballet, and portraits. 
Alix Jeffry Archive. Off-Broadway theater, and arts portraits. 


George Hoyningen-Huene Archive. Fashion and celebrity portraits, 
travel photographs. 


George Platt Lynes Archive. Celebrity and fashion portraits. 

Napoléon Sarony Archive. Nineteenth-century New York theater. 

John Lindquist Archive. Dance, Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival. 

Victor Léon Collection. Viennese operetta. 

Virginia and Leonard Woolf Collection. Photograph albums from 
Monks House. 

John Thayer Collection, George Brinton Beal Collection. Film stills. 

Boston Globe Entertainment Desk Archive. Theater, film, and 
vaudeville. 

Archives of Theatre Arts Monthly, After Dark, Dance Magazine. 
Theater and dance. 


Archives of Will Rapport, Ark Smith, Bernadette Gardella, Abe Epstein, 
Richard Land. Boston area theater and ballet productions. 
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